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Board Meeting                                          
will be held online  
at 7 pm                              

May 6th 

Monthly Meeting                                                      

at Clifford’s 7:30 pm                     
May 13th 
Cancelled

WVA 50th 
Anniversary 
Celebration                                          
at Raddison West 
Hotel                              

June 5th 
Postponed

Lakefront Brewery Pot Luck                                        
at Lakefront Brewery  

5 pm                     
July 8th
Annual Picnic                                        

at Fox River Park   11 am                     
August 22nd

Calendar of Upcoming 

Events 

Members of the Board of 
Directors for this calendar year 
are now in place, and all 
positions are for a one-year term 
except the Trustees and 
Members-at-Large positions, 
which are two-year terms. Here 
are your new Board members:

President: 
John Scheel

Vice President: 
Brad Harford

Treasurer: 
Cindy Daugherty

Corresponding Secretary: 
Steve Franzoi

Recording Secretary: 
Mike Wendt

Director of Membership: 
Linda Wirtz

Trustees: Rick Hoeg and 
Valerie Armstrong

Members-at-Large: 
Chuck Klimek, Christine Bain, 
Dale Labecki,  Brooke Bross

We all are continuing to 
weather this worldwide crisis 
and striving to remain safe and 
healthy through social distancing 
where we do not meet in groups. 
As of today, the following 
upcoming WVA events have 
been postponed or cancelled:  

May 6th Board of Directors    
Monthly Meeting will now be 
held online via Zoom.
 
May 13th Monthly meeting at 
Clifford’s is cancelled.

The June 5th WVA 50th 
Anniversary Celebration is 
postponed to a later date, as 
yet undetermined.

It is possible that future 
adjustments will be made in 
other WVA events as well.

WVA  COVID-19 
Cancellations and 

Adjustments

The 2020-2021 WVA 
Board of Directors is 

Now Finalized

The deadline to renew 
your WVA membership 

is June 1st!  

See page 2 of this newsletter 
for more details.



Q: How can you make wine with oak flavors without using 

an oak barrel? 

A:  The answer is to use processed oak products in your 

winemaking. This month’s issue of The Vintner’s Press 

offers some useful suggestions on how to use these 

products. 
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Our website contains past 
issues of The Vintner’s Press 
and other important material. 

The website address is:
www.wihomewinemakers.com 

Our 2020 WVA membership list 
is also posted on our website.
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Procedure for Viewing and Ordering WVA Club Logo
Apparel On-Line from Lands’ End

1) Go to: http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
2) View clothing offerings
3) Select an item
4) Select the size by adding the quantity into the appropriate box
5) Click on APPLY LOGO(S)
6) Click on WVA logo shown
7) Modify logo color if desired by clicking on CHANGE LOGO
COLOR(S). Suggest watching the “Change Logo Color(s)
tutorial”.
8) Select the garment location for placement of the logo
9) When finished click APPLY LOGO
10) Click ADD TO BAG
11) Continue shopping or CHECK OUT. The usual forms for
purchasing on-line will then come up.

Once you are a customer you’ll have the option of signing up for emails 
informing you of periodic sales and specials, i.e. no charge for a logo or free 
shipping, etc.  Any questions? Contact Mary Scovronski, WVA Club Logo 
Clothing Chairperson directly at: gmscove@gmail.com

Membership Dues!
We are now collecting WVA 
membership dues for the 
2020-2021 year, which must be 
received by June 1st. Dues are 
still only $20.00 (which includes 
two people) if you pay by June 
1st. After June 1st it will cost 
you $30.00 to renew. To ensure 
that you still receive all our club 
benefits, which includes 
reduced costs for club- 
sponsored events, the ability to 
purchase grapes and juice, our 
monthly Newsletter and The 
Vintner's Press, please go to 
our WVA website and click on 
the Renew Now box on the 
home page. You can now pay 
using your credit card. If you 
prefer you can also print and fill 
out the Payment Form for 
Membership Dues and mail it in 
along with your check. 

M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
http://www.wihomewinemakers.com
http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
http://www.wihomewinemakers.com
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A Snapshot of Two WVA Board Members: 
In Their Own Words
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Mike Wendt is the Recording Secretary of the 
WVA Board.  He has served as a Member at 
Large since 2018, and has been a WVA member 
since 2010.  Mike's wine making specialty is 
fruit wines, particularly from underutilized 
landscape plants, but he also makes whites, reds, 
and dessert wines.  He is a retired Arboriculture/
Horticulture Instructor at MATC, where he 
taught for 25 years.  Besides wine making, he 
enjoys traveling, kayaking, and maintaining his 
botanical garden with his wife Becky. 

My name is Linda Wirtz and I am the Director of 
Membership.  My husband Tom and I have been members of 
the Wisconsin Vintners Association since 2010. 
We have been growing grapes and making wine for about 26 
years.  Like so many others we began our wine making 
adventure with a kit.  Our second attempt was fresh concord 
grapes. This wine turned out well enough that family 
members stated that a small glass before bed helped them 
sleep better.  That was all it took to get us hooked.  Tom 
started to plant our own grapes and while waiting for them to 
produce enough, we began making wine from any fruits we 
had the opportunity to pick.  We have made prickly pear 
cactus, pear, current, elderberry, rhubarb, blueberry, peach, 
cherry and raspberry.  We even have made wine with the mint 
and spearmint that we grow in the yard.  When we are not 
making wine we enjoy traveling, camping, cooking and 
gardening. 
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A Snapshot of One More WVA Board Member: 
In Her Own Words
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Hi ya’ll!  My name is Cindy Daugherty. After moving here 
from Texas in 2006, I wanted to try my hand at making wine 
and using my basement (we don’t have those in Texas) for 
something other than storage.  In 2010, I bought a 3 gallon 
starter kit to make Elderberry wine from concentrate and started 
learning through books and online forums.  I luckily found 
WVA in 2013 through Tom Courtney who is one of my many 
sensei’s.  Since then, I have learned to make wine with fruit, 
juice buckets, and from grapes.  This club has benefited me 
more than I can ever return.  I have loved every opportunity to 
help other members and to volunteer during our social activities 
and fundraiser.  
  
I am honored to be your 2020/2021 Treasurer.  This will be my 
5th year in the position and to be very honest, it gets easier!  
Your Board has instituted technology through our website and 
at our fundraiser which really helps reduce the multiple runs to 
the bank.  Also, we have established renewing CDs for the 
Club’s hard-earned money to build safely.  Our club has a 
bright future ahead and I am so glad to be part of it. 



Note: In honor of our 50th anniversary, here is an old issue of The Vintner’s Press 
from 43 years ago, written by Corresponding Secretary John Rauenbuehler.
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    WVA member Mark Krumnow is coordinating both our club wine evaluation (which we have 
cancelled) and our Wisconsin State Fair Wine Judging participation. Recently, Mark discussed 
with the main contact person for the State Fair Wine / Beer Judging some changes for this year’s 
wine judging due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  Shown below are the changes as of now, but 
obviously, this might change due to health-related developments over the next few weeks.  The 
primary reason the judging dates have been pushed back is due to the age of our judges and 
stewards and the current health challenge that we are all facing.
 

1. The entry deadline was April 14th.

2. The drop off at the various locations will be June 22nd.  This is the same day as the 
beer deadline.

3. We will coordinate with the beer people to pick up, like we have done in the past.

4. The wine will be stored in the Grand Champion Hall.  This hall is completely controlled 
by Fair officials, so the wine will be safe.

5. The wine judging will move from our past location to the Grand Champion Hall.  
Parking will be within close proximity.

6. Our three dates for wine judging will be July, 23 / 24/ 25 (Thursday thru Saturday)

7. Thursday, July 23rd will be checking in day.

8. Friday, July 24th will be our first day of judging.

9. Saturday, July 25th will be our final day of judging.

Changes For This Year’s Wisconsin State Fair Wine 
Judging Competition
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President’s Message

          Hope everyone is well and surviving this isolation period. This 
is unlike anything we have seen in our lifetimes. We have already 
missed the Food and Wine Pairing and now our May and June 
events. The June planned 50th Anniversary will be postponed until 
the Stay- at-Home order has been lifted and the Board of Directors 
are confident that it is safe for our members to attend a large 
function. The fate of all future events will be decided month to 
month to assure that it will be safe for our members to attend. Please 
refer to the WVA’s WEB Site for the current information concerning 
Membership Meetings and Special Events. I have faith in our new 
President and Board of Directors to make the right decisions. 

           For the last three years as president of the 
club I felt that I have accomplished most of the 
things that I wanted to. This is a great club and I am 

proud to have had the opportunity to be President. I 
would like to thank the past presidents and the Board of Directors for their advice and 
guidance during my tenure. I especially want to thank Jim Remus and Don Betlej not only for 
their long tenure as Board members but also for their help and support. Don will be leaving 
the board as Past President and I will be assuming his position, while Jim will be leaving as 
Vice President and Brad Harford will take his place.  Please thank Don and Jim for their hard 
work, dedication and all their years as Board members. 

            On the first page of this newsletter our 2020-2021 Board of Directors are listed by the 
offices they will hold. I would like to welcome Valerie and Christine to the Board and also 
thank the returning members for their continued dedication to the club. The new Board will 
be in place June 1. Since all the Board positions were unopposed an election was not required 
and I instruct the recording Secretary Rick Hoeg to so note in the official records that the new 
Board of Directors is now in place. 

                                                                Greg Paczkowski 

                                Please Be Safe 
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Stephen Franzoi
WVA Corresponding Secretary


