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We all are continuing to
weather this worldwide crisis
and striving to remain safe and
healthy through social distancing
where we do not meet in groups.
As of today, the following
upcoming WVA events have
been postponed or cancelled:

Board Meeting

will be held online
at 7 pm

June 3rd
WVA 50th
Anniversary
Celebration
at Raddison West Hotel

June 5th

June 3rd Board of Directors
Monthly Meeting will be held
online via Zoom.
The June 5th WVA 50th
Anniversary Celebration is
postponed to a later date, as
yet undetermined.

Postponed
Lakefront
Brewery Pot Luck
at Lakefront Brewery

July 8th
Cancelled
.
Annual Picnic

The WVA-Run Wisconsin
State Fair Wine Judging has
been cancelled, along with the
entire State Fair.

at Fox River Park 11 am

August 22nd

The July 8th Lakefront
Brewery Cookout has been
cancelled

The deadline to renew
your WVA membership
was June 1st.

It is likely that future
adjustments will be made in
other WVA events as well.

See page 2 of this newsletter
for details on how to renew
past the dues date. If you do
not renew your membership
this will be the last WVA
mailing that you will
receive.
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The Vintner ’s Press

Membership Dues

Procedure for Viewing and Ordering WVA Club Logo
Apparel On-Line from Lands’ End
1) Go to: http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
2) View clothing offerings
3) Select an item
4) Select the size by adding the quantity into the appropriate box
5) Click on APPLY LOGO(S)
6) Click on WVA logo shown
7) Modify logo color if desired by clicking on CHANGE LOGO
COLOR(S). Suggest watching the “Change Logo Color(s)
tutorial”.
8) Select the garment location for placement of the logo
9) When finished click APPLY LOGO
10) Click ADD TO BAG
11) Continue shopping or CHECK OUT. The usual forms for
purchasing on-line will then come up.
Once you are a customer you’ll have the option of signing up for emails
informing you of periodic sales and specials, i.e. no charge for a logo or free
shipping, etc. Any questions? Contact Mary Scovronski, WVA Club Logo
Clothing Chairperson directly at: gmscove@gmail.com

We are still collecting WVA
membership dues for the
2020-2021 year, but because
the June 1st deadline has
passed it will now cost you
$30.00 to renew instead of the
usual $20.00. To ensure that
you still receive all our club
benefits, which includes
reduced costs for clubsponsored events, the ability to
purchase grapes and juice, our
monthly Newsletter and The
Vintner's Press, please go to
our WVA website and click on
the Renew Now box on the
home page. You can now pay
using your credit card. If you
prefer you can also print and fill
out the Payment Form for
Membership Dues and mail it in
along with your check.

Our website contains past
issues of The Vintner’s Press
and other important material.
The website address is:
www.wihomewinemakers.com

Our 2020 WVA membership list
is also posted on our website.
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A Snapshot of Our New President:
In His Own Words
Hi WVA friends. I’m John Scheel and I’m honored to be taking over as club President from a
long line of great club leaders – Greg Paczkowski being the most recent. Thanks Greg..!
I’ve been a WVA member since 2008, and my wife Sheri and I live in Muskego. I’m from
Sheboygan, graduated from Milwaukee Tech High School, and have an Engineering degree
from UWM. Somewhere back around 2011 I first ran for the WVA board position of “Member at
Large” and in a rare instance where members cast a vote – I lost! What a world we live in - now
I’m club President.
My first attempt at fermenting a
beverage was with a beer kit that a
friend had sitting around for about a
dozen years, and you can figure out
how poorly that went. I guess the
blessing in that failure was that it led to
my attempting to make wine. That first
attempt involved frozen grape juice
concentrate with the patient tutelage
from Mary at the Purple Foot. Mary’s
advice and my stumbling did produce a
small, one-gallon quantity of something
questionably drinkable. The hobby has
expanded and thankfully improved.
One thing I recall from engineering
school (although discouraged in
chemistry class) is “if some is good,
more is better”. I’ve come to
understand that what that really means
is “you never have enough carboys”.
Related to fermenting beer, wine, and cider; some related hobbies include growing hops, vines,
and now fruiting shrubs in the yard. My perhaps more virtuous interests include bicycling,
kayaking; and volunteering at church and organizations which include Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army, and Special Olympics.
I’ve found that being an active WVA member has numerous benefits including developing our
knowledge of wine and making some much valued friendships with some really fun people.
Serving on the Board of Directors (BOD) has been a privilege and a learning experience in terms
of leadership and winemaking. The BOD are some particularly fun folks and I hope you will
consider participating on the board at some point if you haven’t already.
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A Snapshot of Our New Vice-President:
In His Own Words

Cheers, fellow vintners. This message is from Brad
Harford, your new VP. When I retired from the field of
education in 2006, I was invited on a Canadian fishing
trip to Red Lake, Ontario. The trip became an annual
event, and rain or shine, good catch or no catch, the
fishing group savored the adventure in part because of a
French Canadian family we met in Red Lake. Over the
years, the friendship blossomed as the family shared
their fishing expertise and fine food with the American
guys. Whenever we gathered for a meal, an abundance
of unlabeled, palate-pleasing wines was brought to the
table. I was curious about the excellent wines and asked
the host where he purchased them. He said, “I make
them.” And that was my light bulb moment. I can do this
too.
I began making kit wines in 2007 and have branched out
to red, white, fruit juices, and whole fruits. Since making
wines, I’ve tapped into my college chemistry background
and developed a greater appreciation for the aromas and
flavors of good wines.
I joined the WVA in 2009 with the friendly advice of Jim
Remus. In my years with the organization, I’ve served as
a Member at Large, Trustee, and Vice President in 2016 and 2017 –a role I’m repeating for the
next two years. I appreciate the camaraderie fostered by the WVA. The club is a great place to
uncork, unwind, and learn about fine wine-making.
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Here’s a Story Offered by WVA Member Paul Korn:
The Art of Being a Country Doctor
A young doctor had moved out to a small community to replace a
doctor who was retiring. The older doctor suggested that the
young one accompany him on his rounds, so the community
could become used to a new doctor.
At the first house a woman complains, 'I've been a little sick to
my stomach.'
The older doctor says, 'Well, you've probably been overdoing the
fresh fruit. Why not cut back on the amount you've been eating
and see if that does the trick?'
As they left, the younger man said, 'You didn't even examine that
woman? How'd you come to the diagnosis so quickly?'
'I didn't have to. You noticed I dropped my stethoscope on the floor in there? When I
bent over to pick it up, I noticed a half dozen banana peels in the trash. That was
what probably was making her sick.'
'Huh,' the younger doctor said. 'Pretty clever. I think I'll try that at the next house.'
Arriving at the next house, they spent several minutes talking with a younger woman.
She complained that she just didn't have the energy she once did and said, 'I'm
feeling terribly run down lately.'
'You've probably been doing too much work for the Church,' the younger doctor told
her. 'Perhaps you should cut back a bit and see if that helps.'
As they left, the elder doctor said, 'I know that woman well. Your diagnosis is almost
certainly correct, but how did you arrive at it?
'I did what you did at the last house. I dropped my stethoscope and when I bent
down to retrieve it, I noticed the preacher under the bed.'
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Pr e si d e nt’ s M e ssa ge
We are certainly experiencing a particularly challenging
time in all our lives. I write this having just come home from
having a COVID-19 test, getting notice yesterday that I had
exposure to someone who had tested positive. Ironically that
exposure came from the individual who was admitting folks into
a job site – the security guy doing the questionnaires, and taking
temperatures. So don’t expect warning, nor any clues as to
where this can come from. I don’t have any symptoms as yet
and while I plan on keeping it that way, I know we have little
influence on any such plan.
I’m the new president for the coming
WVA year (we run from June through the
following May) and we do plan on having fun –
that’s why we do what we do... In the coming
months, there will be some adjustments and
even some cancelations in the usual WVA club
activities. Check your mails and visit the WVA
website for updates. Please be patient with that and keep safety foremost in what you do.
And be encouraged that even if Wisconsin had not declared liquor stores as vital businesses,
our hobby usually keeps us well stocked with fermented beverage.
Cheers!

John Scheel

Stephen Franzoi
WVA Corresponding Secretary

