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WVA COVID-19
Cancellations and
Adjustments

We all are continuing to
weather this worldwide crisis
and striving to remain safe and
healthy through social distancing
where we do not meet in groups.
As of today, the following
upcoming WVA events have
been postponed or cancelled:

Board of Directors’
Decisions Regarding
COVID-19
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As of July 1 , more than
st

2,701,600 people in the United
States have been infected with
the coronavirus and at least
128,000 have died, and the
infection rates are rising in
many states, including
Wisconsin, where there have
been more than 32,000 cases
and at least 800 deaths. . At our
July 1st Board of Directors
July 1st Board of Directors
Monthly Meeting will be held
meeting the board members
online via Zoom.
collectively assessed the
current escalating health risks
The June 5th WVA 50th
associated with COVID-19 in
Anniversary Celebration was
our area and decided to cancel
postponed to a later date, as
in-person WVA get-togethers for
yet undetermined.
the remainder of 2020, and
instead, begin planning to hold
The WVA-Run Wisconsin
virtual meetings and getState Fair Wine Judging has
togethers online via Zoom. In
been cancelled, along with the making this decision, the Board
entire State Fair.
is following recommendations of
government health experts. At
The July 8th Lakefront
our December Board of
Brewery Cookout has been
Directors meeting we will make
cancelled
a decision on whether to hold
our annual February fund raiser
The August 22nd annual
in 2021. All of these decisions
picnic at Fox Point Park has
are based on securing the
been cancelled.
health and safety of our
members and we remain
dedicated to continuing to offer
educational winemaking
opportunities during this global
health crisis. Stay tuned for
upcoming announcements.

Board Meeting

Will be held online
at 7 pm July 1st
Lakefront
Brewery Pot Luck
at Lakefront Brewery

July 8th
Cancelled
Board Meeting

Will be held online
at 7 pm August 5th
Annual Picnic
at Fox River Park 11 am

August 22nd
Cancelled

The deadline to renew
your WVA membership
was June 1st. See page 2
of this newsletter for
details on how to renew
past the dues date.
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The Vintner ’s Press

Membership Dues

Procedure for Viewing and Ordering WVA Club Logo
Apparel On-Line from Lands’ End
1) Go to: http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
2) View clothing offerings
3) Select an item
4) Select the size by adding the quantity into the appropriate box
5) Click on APPLY LOGO(S)
6) Click on WVA logo shown
7) Modify logo color if desired by clicking on CHANGE LOGO
COLOR(S). Suggest watching the “Change Logo Color(s)
tutorial”.
8) Select the garment location for placement of the logo
9) When finished click APPLY LOGO
10) Click ADD TO BAG
11) Continue shopping or CHECK OUT. The usual forms for
purchasing on-line will then come up.
Once you are a customer you’ll have the option of signing up for emails
informing you of periodic sales and specials, i.e. no charge for a logo or free
shipping, etc. Any questions? Contact Mary Scovronski, WVA Club Logo
Clothing Chairperson directly at: gmscove@gmail.com

We are still collecting WVA
membership dues for the
2020-2021 year, but because
the June 1st deadline has
passed it will now cost you
$30.00 to renew instead of the
usual $20.00. To ensure that
you still receive all our club
benefits, which includes
reduced costs for clubsponsored events, the ability to
purchase grapes and juice, our
monthly Newsletter and The
Vintner's Press, please go to
our WVA website and click on
the Renew Now box on the
home page. You can now pay
using your credit card. If you
prefer you can also print and fill
out the Payment Form for
Membership Dues and mail it in
along with your check.

Our website contains past
issues of The Vintner’s Press
and other important material.
The website address is:
www.wihomewinemakers.com

Our 2020 WVA membership list
is also posted on our website.
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New WVA Member Rachel Wirtala:
In Her Own Words

I work as a pharmacy tech and am
currently living in Franklin. Aside from
winemaking, my hobbies include
hunting, knitting and exploring the local
trails with my husky.
I knew absolutely nothing about
winemaking except that my Grandma
loved it and we’d often visit just to help
carry a few carboys, press fruit or (best
of all) empty some bottles. When she
passed two years ago, my brother and I
were given all her wine equipment and
recipe notes along with a kit she had
meant to start, and we began learning
the process together and have been at it
ever since. It brings our family together
on weekends and we enjoy the
memories it evokes of our grandmother,
even while we’re creating new memories
with my little niece and nephew (they
absolutely LOVE corking the bottles!).
I found the WVA online and joined
hoping to learn more about the
winemaking process.
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A Snapshot of Our Corresponding Secretary:
In His Own Words
Hello WVA members! My name is Steve Franzoi. Winemaking has been in my family for
centuries, dating back to my ancestors in northern Italy, an area that was part of the AustroHungarian Empire until the end of WWI. In the small town of Sporminore where my Grampa
Franzoi was born he learned to make wine as a child, so when he emigrated to the United
States in 1901 he continued making wine in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan with imported fresh
grapes from California. Grampa Franzoi even ran a
speakeasy in the basement of his house during Prohibition!
My first wine memories as a child involved going down into
that basement through a trapdoor and into his cantina where
he kept his oak wine barrels filled with Zinfandel wine. My
own basement cantina now also contains oak barrels and
Zinfandel wine, along with those wonderful aromas!
I began making wine in 2005, shortly after returning from my
third visit to Sporminore and my Italian relatives. My first
attempt was a Merlot from a winemaking kit and I was so
delighted that it tasted like wine that I named this first batch,
“I Can’t Believe It’s Not Vinegar!” But I drank and shared this
30-bottle batch well before it had properly aged, so I decided
that the best solution was to begin making mass quantities of
wine so that I could not drink or give away all of it before it
was sufficiently aged (how many of you stumbled upon this
same excuse, I mean, solution?!). After a couple of years of
making wine on my own, I learned about the Wisconsin
Vintners Association when I was visiting the Cedar Creek
Winery in Cedarburg, and joined the WVA in 2007.
Besides my winemaking efforts, I have been a professor of psychology at Marquette University
since 1984, and although I retired as a full-time faculty member in 2015 I am still writing
psychology textbooks that are used in college classrooms around the country and I occasionally
still do some lecturing. Recently I also have been working with some of my Marquette colleagues
on a scientific study on how college students’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic are
influenced by their leadership preferences, their beliefs regarding scientific research, and their
political party affiliations.
One of my great joys in life is writing, so I was very honored in 2012 to be asked to become the
WVA’s Corresponding Secretary. The great thing about this role is that I am required to research
many different aspects of the winemaking process and then write about it for both our monthly
newsletter and The Vintner’s Press. I’m told that sometimes my articles are a bit too long, sort of
like this biography, so I will end here!
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Pr e si d e nt’ s M e ssa ge
Social Distancing and the WVA.. Well, we’re about 4
months into this health crisis and we’re likely getting
more accustomed to new rituals and quite frustrated
with the loss of many traditions, particularly for us in
Wisconsin where Summer can be over all too soon
anyway. My sympathy to anyone whose family’s
health has been impacted by it. Your club’s Board of
Directors is reviewing what we’ll be doing with our
traditional “in person” events and scheming up some
“virtual” opportunities to meet on-line for some
wine-related talk and, of course, socialization.
Circle back to the first word of this article – it’s a
large part of what this club is about..!
I thought I’d share a personal observation on social
distancing, particularly now that we’ve had a
“loosening up” of some of the isolation guidelines.
The recent renewed freedom has presented an
opportunity to see a bit more of the folks outside of
our own families, and of course we gather with good intentions of social distancing and maybe
even wearing a mask. When doing this, have you noticed that things start out with suggested
social distancing (6+ft), however once we’ve been together for a bit (and downed some wine)
that that social distance can start to migrate back to whatever we were accustomed to as normal
“personal space”. As a humorous example personal space violation, I suggest you see the
YouTube video of the Seinfeld episode “Close Talker.” I know a couple of these people and I
wouldn’t even try a social distance gathering with them…! So let’s keep track of the distancing
goal, even when enjoying our hobby.
Stay safe everyone – share your wine, but not the wine glass…
Cheers!

John Scheel

Stephen Franzoi
WVA Corresponding Secretary

