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Calendar of Upcoming 

Events 

       ur February meeting will be 
held via Zoom at 7 pm on 
February 10th. After a brief 
WVA business meeting we will 
have three demonstrations of 
analyses of titratable acidity 
and sulfite by Brad Harford, 
George Scovronski, and Greg 
Paczkowski using the 
VinMetrica, Hanna and Optical 
methods.    

If you are a lover of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, you may be 
surprised to learn the following 
from a recently released report 
on American direct winery 
shipment sales: "Cabernet 
Sauvignon, with the highest 
average price per bottle, 
performed the worst of all 20 
wine varietals tracked, due in 
large part to the lower than 
expected performance of Napa 
Valley's Cabernet Sauvignon 
shipments.” This Napa variety 
showed an 8 percent drop in 
sales. Interestingly, one of the 
hottest wines from Napa was 
Sauvignon Blanc – sales were 
up 38.6 percent – even though 
Napa makes easily the most 
expensive Sauvignon Blancs in 
the world. In terms of total direct 
sales of wine to consumers, 
Cabernet is still the most-
ordered varietal in the US, 
making up 15.5% of the total 
number of bottles. Red blends 
are second (14.1%), followed by 
Pinot Noir (13.7%), Chardonnay 
(9.5%), and Zinfandel (5.8%). 
During the pandemic, the 
average price of a bottle ordered 
online dropped 9.5 percent to 
$36.83, the largest drop in a 
decade.

What Options Do You 
Have To Measure Acid 

and Sulfites In Your 
Wines?

O

Hanna sulfite test kit

Vinmetrica SC-300 Pro kit

Are Americans Falling 
Out of Love With 

Napas Most 
Important Grape?

A Wine Lover’s  Fantasy Computer Keyboard



Q: What are 40 winemaking terms worth 

knowing?

A: In this month’s issue of The Vintner’s 

Press you will learn the answer to this 

question. 
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Our website contains past 
issues of The Vintner’s Press 
and other important material. 

The website address is:
www.wihomewinemakers.com 

Our 2020 WVA membership list 
is also posted on our website.
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Procedure for Viewing and Ordering WVA Club Logo
Apparel On-Line from Lands’ End

1) Go to: http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
2) View clothing offerings
3) Select an item
4) Select the size by adding the quantity into the appropriate box
5) Click on APPLY LOGO(S)
6) Click on WVA logo shown
7) Modify logo color if desired by clicking on CHANGE LOGO
COLOR(S). Suggest watching the “Change Logo Color(s)
tutorial”.
8) Select the garment location for placement of the logo
9) When finished click APPLY LOGO
10) Click ADD TO BAG
11) Continue shopping or CHECK OUT. The usual forms for
purchasing on-line will then come up.

Once you are a customer you’ll have the option of signing up for emails 
informing you of periodic sales and specials, i.e. no charge for a logo or free 
shipping, etc.  Any questions? Contact Mary Scovronski, WVA Club Logo 
Clothing Chairperson directly at: gmscove@gmail.com

Scott Jung & Shelley 
Kempken

Julie & Gregg Weber

Helen Heo & Edward 
Jahnke

M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

Welcome Our New 
WVA Members!

It is with a heavy heart that we 
report the death of longtime 
Milwaukee wholesale fruit 
vendor Tony D’Acquisto, owner 
of Tropic Banana in the Third 
Ward. Over the years, Tony 
supplied a great deal of fresh 
grapes and juice to many WVA 
members. He will be missed.

http://www.wihomewinemakers.com
http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
http://business.landsend.com/store/wivintners/
http://www.wihomewinemakers.com
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My sister Shelley sent me a message encouraging me to look into the WVA and consider 
joining after she read an article about George Scovronski. After one  ZOOM meeting I 
knew you were offering exactly what my sister and I were looking for, comradery, 
knowledge, and experience. She's more the business-oriented person while I'm the Vineyard 
manager.

I'm a State employee who works for the Civil 
Engineering Squadron of 128th Air Refueling 
Wing of the Wisconsin Air National Guard and 
indirectly with the USAF at Mitchell 
International Airport. I'm responsible for all 
building maintenance, repairs  and mechanical 
systems. I'm a lifelong resident of Racine County. 
I've been married to Terri for 40 years this May.
My hobbies are beaches and swim-up bars.( Last 
year, 2020 was very disappointing on that front). 
Also driving around in the summer with Terri in" 
HER" 2008 Red Saturn Sky and Wine: 99% 
grape, 1% fruit.

In 1980, my future father-in law moved from the 
city and built a home on Heritage Road, west of 
Rochester. He decided to become a gentleman 
farmer. He planted a garden large enough to feed 
a small 3rd world village, bought some chickens 
and planted a concord grape vine. The garden 
overwhelmed his limited time, the chickens were 
never in the coop, and the grape vine grew and 
grew unattended.

In 2005, having no hobbies, I built a trellis, 
pruned it up and waited for the next year, At first, I 
thought that grape jam would be my future, but then after my daughter and I picked, 
cleaned, and processed 30 Pints of jam, and I being the only person in the family that eats 
grape jam, I knew I needed an alternate plan. That's when the wine bug bit me!

New Members Scott Jung & Shelley Kempken:
In Their Own Words
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New Members Scott Jung & Shelley Kempken (Continued)

So, from one vine and trial and error trying to make clear wine, I'm getting good at it. At this point 
I need to say THANK-YOU to Karen at the Purple Foot. A real mentor! As time has passed,  I 
gladly gave wine to people for  any occasion, they tell me it's better than the stuff they purchase. I 
don't know if it's  because it's GOOD or because it's FREE or a combination. Either way I'm 
hooked!

In 2012, I purchased a Winemakers collection of various grapes, St. Pepin, Lacrosse, Golden 
Muscat, Frontenac, Frontenac Gris, and a different Concord vine. 3 Years ago, I was looking 
forward to what appeared in the spring as a superior harvest and much to my shocked, midway 
through summer, I witnessed my crop turn to RAISINS. That's right, Black Rot! From what I read 
via the internet this was a terrible development. For 2 years my best effort to control this plague 
were literally FRUITLESS! Then I came across a document from the University of Pennsylvania 
that gave me hope. Diligent and timely spraying with MANCOZEB antifungal saved the vineyard.
I presently have 300 vines, which now also includes about 100 Marquettes. My sister encouraged 
her hubby to allow my passion to grow on empty land that he used to grow trees on for his 
business.

For the past 2 years, on Halloween, we set up a tasting table at the end of our driveway. My 
daughter passes out candy to the kiddies and Terri and I provide samples for the Moms and Dads 
from our previous season harvest. We ask for honest opinions. This upcoming Fall we'll have 7 
varieties to sample. Half will be dry and the other semi-sweet. Unless, with some  of your guidance, 
you persuade me from creating both dry and semi-sweet from the same varieties.

Sincerely and appreciatively,
Scott Jung
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Thank you for accepting us into the Wisconsin Vintner’s Association. Gregg and I just recently started 
creating wines from kits and our homegrown blackberries.  Gregg is President of a printing company in 
the Milwaukee area and I am a Medical Laboratory Scientist.
 
The art of winemaking began as I 
contemplated a retirement hobby. I 
felt my degree in the sciences, along 
with my love for cooking, was a great 
start to creating my own wines. With a 
background in journalism, I decided to 
blog about my experiences, as well, and 
started an online blog called  ‘Snarky 
and Barky: A Novice Winemaker and 
Her Dog.’
 
Presently, we own a two acre orchard in 
Egg Harbor and are clearing some of 
the land to put in a vineyard.  We are 
hoping to pick up some valuable 
information on the topics of grapes 
and winemaking and are looking 
forward to meeting all of you someday 
soon.
 
Julie Weber

New Members Julie & Gregg Weber:
In Their Own Words

https://snarkyandbarky.com/about-me/

Note from WVA Corresponding Secretary: 
Check out Julie’s website above!

2020 Sangiovese wine made by Julie.

https://snarkyandbarky.com/about-me/
https://snarkyandbarky.com/about-me/
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I am a registered  nurse with a husband (Edward), three children (Maya, Jackson, Alexander, 
Jonah), mother-in-law (Elizabeth Jahnke), and Mom (Bok Heo). Regarding hobbies, I kind 
of work a lot, but enjoy exercising, spending time with family, learning about new cultures, 
traditions etc.

I do make wine and my in-laws were avid wine makers; I have always 
wanted to learn the trade, but never had the time until now. Last year 
we started two grape vines in our backyard. I decided to join the 
Wisconsin Vintners Association because I wanted to learn more about 
the art of wine making and I heard about the WVA by reading an 
article about your association in the Marshfield News Herald.

New Members Helen Heo & Edward Jahnke:
In Their Own Words



President’s Message

While we remain in a social distancing holding pattern 
over the next few months members should be pleased 
that we’re going full throttle on a varied forum of 
winemaking education programs with our Zoom member 
meetings.  A big shout out to Brad Harford and our 
Program Committee who have been creative in mixing 
hands-on demonstrations of winemaking techniques and 
presentations by professionals in the wine industry. This 
month, we will finish up our demos and discussions on 
testing, and in March we plan a presentation by an 
expert from the University of Minnesota’s viniculture 
program.   
 
The WVA board is hopeful that this summer will bring 
convergence of COVID-19 vaccinations with warmer 
weather and we can approach a semblance of 

normality with our events – which tend to be outdoors in the 
summer anyway.  We’re working on preliminary plans for the club picnic in August.  Some 
other events, such as our gathering at Lakefront Brewery will also depend on policies at the 
venue.
 
Finally, in my personal travels which seem to prioritize stops at wineries and craft breweries, 
I’ve been pleased to see they have some pretty effective sanitation & separation policies in 
place.  They must do this in order to survive.  So, keep these regional businesses in mind 
when you travel.  Perhaps I’ll see you there!

                                                                                    Cheers!  
                                                                               John Scheel 
                                 jscheel@eclipsecontrols.com 
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Stephen Franzoi
WVA Corresponding Secretary

mailto:jscheel@eclipsecontrols.com
mailto:jscheel@eclipsecontrols.com

